WASHINGTON STATE MEDICAL ASSOCIATION

HOUSE OF DELEGATES
Resolution; __
(A-17)
Subject: Strengthening the Physician-Physician Assistant Relatiohship
in Washington
Introduced by: ___(Delegate, Youna Phvsician Section)
Referred to: Reference Commiftee

WHEREAS, physician assistants provide cost-efficient and supplemental medical services to
underserved rural populations, which may be necessary to match the extensive health care

needs of underserved rural populations.'; and

WHEREAS, although physician assistants recelve training to prepare them to practice under a
physician-led team, this training does not provide the breadth or scope of training necessary for

independent clinical practice; and

WHEREAS, there has been concern among physician assistanis in Washingtoﬁ about the
long-term viability of their profession, and ;

WHEREAS, there can be barriers to creating a strong physician-physician assistant relationship
in larger hospital systems, in some cases due to inadequate compensation for necessary

physician supervision.; and

WHEREAS, there has been recent action in Olympia on this issue, including HB 1771 that was
introduced in the 2017 legislative session to circumvent RCW 18.71A.030 by allowing physician
assistants who recelve a Doctor of Medical Science degree to practice independently as long as
he or she is affiliated with a hospital or group practice, including expertise outside the scope of

primary care.2%* and

WHEREAS, the American Medical Association's position is that that a physician assistant
should function under the direction of and supervision by a duly qualified licensed physician.®

RESOLVED, that our WSMA oppose legislative efforts to establish autonomous regulatory
boards meant to license, regulate, and discipline physician assistants outside of the existing
state medical licensing and regulatory hodies' autharity and purview. (New HOD Policy)
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RESOLVED, that our WSMA endorse that a physician assistant should only be authorized to
provide patient care services only so long as the assistant is functioning under the direction and
supervision of a physician or group of physicians who application for utilization has been
approved by the state medical licensing board; and-be it further (New HOD Policy)

RESOLVED, that our WSMA recommend that the state medical licensing board, in its review of
applications for utilization of a physician assistant, should take special care to insure that the
proposed physician assistant functions not be of a type which: (a) would unreasonably expand
the professional scope of practice of the supervising physician, (b) cannot be performed safely
and effectively by the physician assistant, or (c) would authorize the unlicensed practice of

medicine: and be it further (New HOD Policy)

RESOLVED, that our WSMA endorses that a physician assistant should function under the
direction of and supervision by a duly qualified physician who must always maintain the ultimate
responsibility to assure that high quality care is provided ta every patient. (New HOD Policy)

RESOLVED, that the WSMA should encourage hospitals and large healthcare systems to
decrease administrative barriers that may limit utilizations of physician assistants, particularly in

rural underserved areas.

RESOLVED, that out WSMA support newer technologies that may facilitate increased access
through remote physician supervision of physician-assistants, but only when approved by the
state medical licensing board, including requirements for regular reporting to the supervising
physician, frequent site visits by that physician, and arrangement for immediate communication

with the supervising physician at all times.
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